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ha,a mad:e it impassj.ble in most cases to prosecute. It ie the view of
the Internal Security Division that the bill as drafied would be
sufficiently broad 4¢ eliminate the need for dlsclosure of the infor-
mation, clasgified or otherwise, which is involved in the threat ta
divulge or the sc-called extortiom '

Hewever, there are a nmnber of objections to the ﬂ?ﬂf‘h bill. First,
in charging a person with viclation of any such statute it would certainly
soem neoessary to set forth the type of information which was involved _

- . obherwise how could it be established that the information was obtained in
~ the course of employment. BSecond, in stating broadly "information
acquired during his employment by the United States" it is foreseeable
information other than “official matter® might be included. For exsmple,
 a person “during his employment® could soguire information about another
employes and attempt to extort meney by threateming to reveal guch infore
mation, Is it intended that this bill should be so bmad ami encomn-

passing?

- Finally, 14 is doubtfui that the Department should sponsor 1@&1315-
tion whers it appears that there is only one kriown case which has arisen
requiring such sanotions, Although there may havo been others, they cer-
tainly earmot be numercus. ‘ ' I

kcourdingly, it is recommended that the Department not ;mnlu&e this
proposed legislation in ity program for the 87th Congress unless thore is
greater neéd than is now apparent, If such a need should develop then
the language of any draft bill should be limited at least to the tyg)e of -
“information new covered by existing stafut.e. .

"Waricy A Thompaon

Hoted and concurred int

Frank Chambers

Terbert v":‘ic‘;jff:x»naiﬁ
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